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It’s Back and Better Than Ever

For those of you who wake up in the morning to ESPN radio’s Mike and Mike in the morning, you would hear the phrase that is the title for this article every morning.  Co-Host Mike Greenburg says with great enthusiasm, “Good Morning, we are back and better than ever, this is Mike and Mike in the morning!”  While he says the same thing every morning and it may seem to have become a catch phrase, I can see that it is more about a state of mind.  It is as if he is saying, “Even after 12 years, this will be the best show that we have ever done!!!”


I am excited as we move toward September to say, “SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK AND BETTER THAN EVER!!!”  We begin a new year of learning FOR ALL AGES about God’s work in our world on Sunday, September 18th at 9:00 AM.  The children will meet in the sanctuary and the ADULTS will meet in my office.


The children will begin a new year of looking at the stories of the Bible.  These stories are that shape our faith and who we are as a people of God.  They help us to learn lessons about living faithfully as God’s children with each other in a world that sometimes does not want us to live a God-filled life.  For far too long, the Sunday School materials that are published are more about the craft or snack than about the stories of our faith.  This year we will hear the stories, talk about the meaning and help to reinforce the meaning of the story with a game, song or other activity.  The primary focus will be about the stories of our faith and how we can apply them to our lives.


I invite you, you children and your grandchildren to come and be a part of the new and exciting experience in growing our faith together.  Come, see and experience how the stories of our faith will help us to live in our world and be BETTER THAN EVER as a people of God in the world!!!








Yours in Christ, 
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You are cordially invited to attend The 50th Anniversary committee meeting which will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 6 at 7:00.   Anyone interested in planning any aspect of the year-long celebration is invited to come share their ideas.  Remember, this does not have to be a total year commitment. Any help is appreciated; from the Charter Members of POP to the very newest members.  See Pastor Bill, Shirley Kelley, Pam Yuhaniak or Vickie Onusko with questions.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

As most of you know, Verna Allen has had to resign from Christian Education and Council due to health issues. A new Ministry Head will be appointed at the Council meeting being held on September 20th.  Please keep the ministry and Verna in your prayers in the coming months.
Christian Education Meeting September 8th at 7:00p.m.  Sunday School and Faith, Family, Fun night will be discussed.  Please come if you are able to help with either of these ministries.  
FINANCE
Dwight Sarson – Ministry Chair

TREASURER’S REPORT

July 2011

CURRENT FUND





Beginning Balance


$17,866.50
Receipts



$10,571.28
Disbursements*


$27,012.56
Ending Balance

          $1,425.02
(* note - $10,000 from Ron Poole
 was transferred to building for
 the heating system)
BENEVOLENCE

2011 Pledge



$18,000

Amount Pledged to Date
  
$10,500
Amount Received to Date
  
$ 8,318
Differnece Over/(Under)
   
(2,182)

BUILDING FUND

Beginning Balance


$16,864.68
Receipts



$12,031.47
Interest Earned


$        1.03

Total Available

         $28,897.21
Less Disbursements

-$7,756.67

Ending Balance


$21,140.54

OUTREACH

Vickie Onusko – Ministry Chair

FRESH EXPRESS UPDATE:  Prince of Peace is scheduled to help with distribution on Thursday, September 15.  This happens right in our parking lot, and counts toward community service hours for confirmation class students!!  Unloading the truck begins at 3:30, and with clean up, we are out of here by 5:15.  Please put this on your calendar, and let Vickie Onusko know if you will be there.
                                             
Property and House Committee
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Lawn mower – If this is something you would like to donate to please mark your donation “tractor” and we will see how quickly we can pay it off.  Thank you.

	Tractor cost
	  $3049

	Less total Donations
	-$1975

	Remaining 
	$1074


Thank you to all those who came and helped on the work day in August.  It was greatly appreciated.
Fellowship

     Shirley Kelley – Ministry Chair

Fall Festival – On October 22nd POP/Trinity will be having a fall festival here at Prince of Peace.  Watch your bulletins and next months newsletter for more information.


CATECHISM CORNER

From Luther’s Small Catechism

The Apostle’s Creed

The Third Article:  On Being Made Holy
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen
What is this?

Answer:  I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, made me holy, and kept me in the true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and make holy the whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one common, true faith.  Daily in this Christian church the Holy Spirit abundantly forgive all sins – mine and those of all believers.  On the last day the Holy Spirit will raise me and all the dead and will give to me and all believers in Christ eternal life.  This is most certainly true.
STEWARDSHIP
Susann Tschupp – Ministry Chair

Serving God

Through faith, we live to serve God rather than ourselves.  We acknowledge that God has created and redeemed us and that He is in control.  Our joy and peace come from worshiping and serving Him.  We understand that our purpose in life is to serve our heavenly Father.  In contrast, people of the world live to serve themselves.  Unfortunately, we live in a “me” era.  Our society promotes a selfish and egotistical attitude.  Our culture tells us to make every effort “to look out for number one” at any cost.  “Have it your way” is a phrase that captures the philosophy of life in America.  Money, selfish ambition, power, and success are the important things in life to most people.

In our faithful service for others, we are serving the Lord.  Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of My brothers, you did it to Me” (Matthew 25:40).  When we help others and extend God’s kingdom, we become channels through which He works.  We are His hands, feet, and mouth.

We become faithful and dependable workers because “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and goodness…” (2 Peter 1:3).  God has equipped us to do His will.  Paul wrote, “I can do everything through Him Who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

God has made us for the purpose of doing good and serving others.  In writing to the church in Galatia Paul exhorted, “Let us not grow weary of doing good” (Galatians 6:9).  Whether we are working in the church, volunteering in our communities, or helping others, when we toil in the strength of the Lord, we are not to grow weary.  “[God] gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might He increases strength…They shall mount up with wings like eagles; they will run and not be weary…” (Isaiah 40:29, 31).

God gives us both strength to do good and joy in our service.  Solomon tells us, “Whoever brings blessings will be enriched” (Proverbs 11:25).  Peyton Conway March writes, “There is a wonderful mythical law of nature that the three things we crave most in life—happiness, freedom, and peace of mind—are always attained by giving them to someone else.”  In his book Give to Live Dr. Douglas M. Lawson writes, “But there is one kind of experience that delivers emotional and psychic satisfaction time after time, day after day: helping other people.  Volunteer efforts, charitable acts, generosity of spirit, and gestures of compassion all enrich and sustain our lives.”

MUSIC AND WORSHIP

Pam Yuhaniak – Ministry Chair

HEAD USHERS are still needed for October and December.   We are willing to split months into weeks if needed.  Thank you.  Pam

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR SEPTEMBER
SEPTEMBER 4TH
Greeters: Don, Ginger, Courtney Warren
Acolyte:  Courtney Warren
Lay Reader:  Jennifer Schaefer
Lay Assistants: Jim Moretti and Pam Yuhaniak 

SEPTEMBER 11TH

Greeters:  Jim and Shirley Moretti
Acolyte:  Nick Allen
Lay Reader: Morgan Allen  

SEPTEMBER 17TH
Lay Reader:

Lay Assistants:

SEPTEMBER 18TH
Greeter:  Pam Yuhaniak and Ann Koontz
Acolyte:  Courtney Warren
Lay Reader: Phyllis Orange 

Lay Assistants:Jim Colaianne/Marlene Walters 

SEPTEMBER 25TH
Greeters:  JoAnn Hauger
Acolyte:  Marc Weltz
Lay Reader:  Pam Yuhaniak
Head Ushers for September is Bob Woller
Altar Care for September is Elaine Woller
Choir practice – resumes on September 7th at 6:30p.m.  All those interested in singing in the choir, whether you can read music or not, are invited to come and enjoy this ministry.
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BLESSING OF THE PETS

Come celebrate the Festival of St. Francis of Assisi by worshiping with your pet on Tuesday, October 4, 2011 at 6:00 pm.  Your pet will receive a special blessing.  The service will be held in the parking lot of Prince of Peace. It will be held jointly with Trinity Lutheran Church with Pastor Schaefer and Pastor Schock officiating.  It is also open to the community, so bring your pet, your family, friends, neighbors and their pets.  See you there!
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 Margy Williams would like to thank everyone for their cards and prayers during her recent surgery and recovery. 
If you or someone you know from the congregation is in the hospital or is at home and sick and needs a visit from Pastor Bill, please call the office so that he can schedule a visit.  The Pastor is only told by the hospital when a person is a patient if they ask for the church to be notified.  

Prayer is an essential part of who we are as a people of God.  Below is a list of people from our congregation to keep in your daily prayers.  If you know of others who should be added to these lists, please contact the church office with the names.

From our congregation: Catherine Abrams, Julie Zeltner, Bev Guyer, Flo Gulisek, Mary Jane Hayden, Anne Koontz, Vergean Helfferich, Vi McIlnay, Clara Brewer, Verna Allen, Dave Williams, Debbie Riggins, Norie Schrecengost. 
Others in need of our prayers:  Rev. Susan Luttner, Dan Schaefer, Bill Hauger, Betty Onusko, Shelly McAfoose, Nickolas Gehlman, Jill Blair,  Mary Jane Bangor, Nash Sinchak, Jennifer Sears, Scott Achhammer, Spencer Kozar, Donald Dick, Mary Evelyn and Gene Miller, Cecil Metz, Marty, Ken Lenhart, Agnes Dotson, Hannah Huston, Jim Greene, Mary Love, Kathleen Winters, Jillian, Ann Walthour, Hannah Toth, Christ, Ed Baughman. 

Our Shut-in members: Louise Johns(Emeritus), Frieda Nehls (Nature Park Commons), Helen Albright(at home), Phyllis Stewart (Redstone Highlands), Marie Hill(at home), Betty Felbaum (at home) Barney and Dolores Helfferich (Emeritus), Thomas Washnock (at home) and Violet Myers (Barnes House). 

Those in the Military:  Capt. Michelle Davis, Sean Stewart, Justin Kowatch,Troy Golden, Richard Schall, Erik Sarson, and the 28th Military Police 

Battalion.

Addresses for Care Homes of our Members

Barnes House

2021 James Street

Latrobe PA  15650

Nature Park Commons

132 Nature Park Road

Greensburg, PA  15601

Emeritus (Green Meadows)

500 Brouwers Drive

Latrobe PA  15650

Redstone Highlands

8 Garden Center Drive

Greensburg PA  15601
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Announcements
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 2ND AND PLAN TO WALK TO STOP HUNGER.  – See Dwight Sarson for pledge packets and more information.

Kellie needs your help – Please remember to fill out you Membership information form and you Spiritual Gifts Inventory and return them to me as soon as possible.  Both forms are very important so please take the time to fill them out and return both of them.   
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FYI – through the generosity of this congregation we were able to provide 45 filled backpacks to LES, Baggley and Grandview Elementary Schools plus extra pencils etc.  They were all truly grateful for the gift.  Thank you some much for continuing to support this project.

50 Years of Ministry – On November 25, 2012, Prince of Peace will celebrate 50 years of Ministry.  The First services were on June 3, 1962 and the Congregation was officially formed on November 25, 1962.  For 50 years, we have served the people of Lawson Heights, Latrobe, Unity Township and the Synods of Southwestern PA.  Beginning in January, we will have a yearlong celebration of this important event in the life of this congregation, but we need your help!!!. We are forming a 50th Anniversary Committee to plan the events of this special year in the life of the congregation.  The committee would like to plan a special event for each month of the year, so this does not have to be a year-long commitment.  If you would like to be involved for a certain month, or have an idea you would like to share, contact Vickie Onusko, Shirley Kelley, Pam Yuhaniak, or Pastor Bill.  We will have a committee meeting early in September, so watch the next Newsletter and weekly bulletins for details.  

ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES: Time is running out to sign up for your fall Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend.  The September Weekend has filled; however, you may contact us at the information below to be added to the waiting list.  If you act quickly, there is still room for you at the final 2011 Weekend scheduled for Nov. 4-6, 2011 at Park Inn by Radisson-Sharon in West Middlesex, PA.  This popular facility with a tropical atrium has a king bed and an in-room hot tub in each guest room.  It is located just an hour north of Pittsburgh.   Marriage Encounter Weekends are designed to allow you to take time off from daily pressures and responsibilities to search out and discover a warmer, closer, more joyful relationship with each other.  Weekends run from Friday at 8 PM to Sunday at 5 PM.  Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included.   There is a $45 per couple registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward the continuation of the program.  Register now to avoid being disappointed--simply go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and sign up.  For questions, or if you would like a brochure with registration form mailed to you, contact PA Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at fjschamber@comcast.net or 724-325-3166.   

September 2011 Adult Program Calendar
Adams Memorial Library
Thursday, Sept. 8 at 6:00 pm
Dr. Plesko O’Connor from Plesko Family Chiropractic in Latrobe will
present "Understanding Physical Stress." She will discuss the
real-life causes of stress, how to deal with the stress of everyday
life, and how to gain a better understanding of disease.
Wednesday, Sept 14 at 6:30
The ABC Book Club will meet in the Biography Room on the Upper level
to discuss Here on Earth by Alice Hoffman. First time members are
always welcome! This book club meets on the second Wednesday of each
month. Please call 724-539-1972 or stop by the front desk to reserve
your copy.
Tuesday, Sept. 20 at 6:30 pm
Julia Bisi, author of The House on Baker Hill, will share her advice
for aspiring writers and describe her experiences with
self-publishing.  Please call 724-539-1972
Wednesday , September 21st at 10:30-12:00
The Knifty Knitters for Charity knitting group meets the third
Wednesday of the month to knit and crochet together to benefit others.
This group meets in the Biography Room on the Upper Level. Experienced
knitters are on hand to offer help and support. Please call
724-539-1972 for more information.

Caldwell Memorial Library
Thursday, September22nd at 6:00 pm
Caldwell Memorial Library Book Group has chosen to discuss The
Inheritance of Loss by Kiran Desai as its September book club pick.
This book club meets the fourth Thursday of every month. Please call
724-694-5765 or stop by the front desk of Caldwell Library  to request
your copy of the book.

Unity Library
Wednesday, September 21st
ABC-Lite Book Club meets on the third Wednesday of every month to read
and discuss a different selection. Please call 724-532-1840 to reserve
September’s title.

CONGREGATION AND COMMUNITY CARING…

If you catch someone being “good” please let Kellie know so they can be featured in this new section.
Bible were presented on August 28th to the following members in celebration of their 80th Birthdays:  Trudie Washnock, Kay and Jim Ramsey, Barney & Dolores Helfferich, Marie Hill, Norie Schrecengost, Vergean Helfferich, Violet McIlnay, Elaine Sherer, Verna Frontz, Rosemary Gerhart and Phyllis Stewart.  Some of these members were unable to attend today so their bibles will be delivered by the Pastor.   

New Members:  Please welcome the following new members:  Mark, Jennifer and Casey Lucas and Jane Six.  
If you see Sue McCommons thank her for being our Meals on Wheels Coordinator.
Anthony Wano – is at Penn State Main campus starting his Freshman year.

Becky Onusko –  is at Cal U starting her Freshman year.

Aaron Semasko  is currently attending Marshall University  and is pursuing a Master's Degree in Biology.
Enrich your life by helping others 

If you’re one of the 76 million baby boomers approaching retirement, you’ve probably given some thought to what you will do in the next phase of your life. 

Most boomers are enjoying better health and are far more active than retirees of the past. If this sounds like you, consider contributing your time, energy and expertise to one of the many volunteer organizations in your community. 

Congregations, nonprofit organizations and civic groups are just a few places that offer meaningful opportunities to those willing to serve. 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans also offers a wide range of volunteer opportunities through its chapters. These opportunities give Thrivent Financial members and other Lutherans the chance to join together to meet individual and community needs. 

So, next time you’re thinking about retirement, think about your strengths, passions and special gifts. Then think about how rewarding it would be to share them. For instance, if you like building things or helping others, you might want to participate in a Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity project. In 2009, there were more than 313 such projects in which Thrivent Financial members worked alongside families in need to build their homes. 

For more information about Thrivent Financial volunteer opportunities, contact Kirk M. Perry, Financial Associate, at 724-836-7772 or kirk.perry@thrivent.com today, or visit Thrivent.com. 
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The Bible is a guide for how we should live. In Sunday school and at
home, we learn how God loves and saves us. Solve this puzzle to find
Proverbs 4:13 (N1V), which tells about the importance of God’s Word.

First, write the word that means the opposite of the one given.
Then write the correct letters on the number-coded lines below.
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CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS

	PASTOR - BILL  SCHAEFER
	Finance - Dwight Sarson (532-3020)

	President – Vickie Onusko(537-9383)
	Outreach - Vickie Onusko - (537-9383)

	Vice President – Dwight Sarson (532-3020)
	Fellowship - Shirley Kelley - (537-5645)

	Secretary – Pam Yuhaniak (537-5533)
	Worship/Music – Pam Yuhaniak (537-5533)

	Financial Secretary - Pat Fry (539-7513)
	Library - Margy Williams - (539-8704)

	Treasurer – Lisa Mentch (309-3264)
	W.E.L.C.A. - Shirley Kelley - (537-5645)

	Stewardship - Susan Tschupp (219-3893)
	Memorial Committee –Pastor Bill/Pat Fry

	Christian Education - 
	Prayer Chain – Ginger Warren (593-7524)

	Evangelism – Cathie Schall – (539-7164)
	Altar Care Coordinator- Pam Yuhaniak - (537-5533)

	Property/House – Bob Woller (539-8042)

                         
	Funeral Dinner Coordinators– Sheila Thompson – (537-8010)/Ginger Warren (593-7524)



   

1
Randy Harshell

3
Bonnie Hauser


Ian Semasko


Paul Volpe

4
Violet Myers


Ray Fry

5
Carol Carey

6
Nancy Miller

7
Helen Albright

9
Jamie Kelly

11
Dorothy Myers

         Larry Weltz

13     Kathy Braden

15
Matt McIlnay


Wendy Jones 

16
David Brewer


Nicole Duppstadt

19
Debbie Apel

20
Katie McIlnay

21
Ryan Kowatch

23
Arlene Carnahan

          Carla Matrunics

25
Michael Gerhart

          Dwight Sarson

27
Donna Gerhart


Gayle Johnson

28
Zachary Brewer


Bailey Harshell

30
Kirstin Nolan

  September Baptisms

2
Dwight Koontz

4
Andrew Bangor

6
Matt Ridge

7 
Alexandra Vaccaro

11
Neal West

12
Louise Helfferich

14
Robert Shaw, Jr.

24
Mark Ridge

         Robert Jellison

25
Sherry Stahl

26
Scott Hayden

27
David McCommons


Paula McCommons


Kathy Braden
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September Anniversaries

1  Dave & Kellie Douglas

    Clay & Debbie Holnaider

4  Glenn & Sheila Thompson

     Ronald & Janet Vid

     Debbie & Jim Prohaska

12 Terry & Vickie Onusko

16 Jerry & Valinda Svehla

     Bill & Debbie Rose

17 Edgar & Jaime Dahlmann

21 Carla and John Matrunics

24 Jeff & Jennifer Brewer

7   Dave & Margy Williams

12 Sandy & John Marks
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September is an exciting time, as you
begin growing in wisdom with a new
year of school and Sunday school. Be a
“smart cookie” by making this special
container for your kitchen. Change the
pictures as your year goes by. Or fill the
container with cookies to give as a gift.

What you need:

2 identical disposable Q
plastic containers
(rectangular and clear)
11id

4 photos or drawings é
Scissors

Sticky bow or ribbon

(optional)
Cookies é !

What you do:
1. Cut four different pictures

or drawings to fit the sides
of your container. Allow
the edges to slightly
overlap around the four
sides of one container.

2. Gently set one container

inside the other. Then slide
the pictures or drawings
down between the two
containers to cover the
four sides. Press the inner
container down to secure
the pictures in place
between the sides.

3. Fill the container with

cookies, and put the lid on
top of the inner container.

4. You can put a sticky bow or

ribbon on the lid to make
the container look like a
present.





