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Now Thank We All Our God

With Hearts and Hands and Voices
“…we should recognize God gives and does all of this so that all we may sense and see in them his fatherly heart and boundless love toward us.  Thus our hearts will be warmed and kindled with gratitude to God and a desire to us all these blessings to his glory and praise.”

Martin Luther, 1529 from the Large Catechism Explanation of the 1st Article of the Creed

“Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.”

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Prayer of the Day for Thanksgiving Day


Giving thanks is not always part of our nature as people.  It is a learned skill to say thank you when you are given something or a favor is done for you.  As they have grown, Noah and Angeline have had their days of not saying thank you.  When that happens, the booming voice of their father says in a deep, ominous voice, “Thank you daddy.  Why you are very welcome, Noah/Angeline.”  The message comes to them very quickly that saying thank you was in order and they soon correct their mistake.  Now over the course of their young lives, they have learned to say please and thank you 95% of the time when they are suppose to.  

Giving thanks for the blessings that God has given us is also a learned skill for many people.  It is all the harder for us to learn to give thanks to someone whom we cannot see.  It is easier to say thank you for a card or a gift that someone hands to us and we can look them in the eyes say thanks.  Giving thanks to God is more about knowing who has blessed us with life, love, everything that we have and happiness.  

No matter how much we argue, fight, struggle or insist, nothing that we have is of our own doing.  God has richly blessed each of us with our wealth, skills, family and our bodies and it is up to us to set our pride aside and just give thanks.  That is our call and our life as a people of God, to give thanks and praise to God for his enormous blessing in our lives.

Luther, in his explanation of the 1st article of the Apostles’ Creed, wants us to see God’s hands in everything that we see.  From our houses to the grass and the trees, to the children we see on a playground, Luther wants us to understand that EVERYTHING is God’s creation and we should give thanks and praise to God in all things.  We have the opportunity to do this giving thanks each week in worship, but it is also something that we should be doing daily in our private prayers ad devotions as well.  Giving thanks should be something that comes natural to us.  It may be a learned skill, but once you begin to look around you and see God in everything, it should quickly become natural to you to just say thank you at every chance we get.  

As a community, the Latrobe Ministerium will give us all a chance to give thanks together.  On Sunday, November 20th at 4:00 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church on Weldon Street, we will have this chance to give our thanks to God and hear the children of our community sing their thanks as well.  It is my hope that you will attend this service.  It will be inspirational and uplifting.  It will give you an opportunity to celebrate, with your brothers and sisters in Christ, the many ways that each of us has been blessed.  

Jesus has done marvelous things for us.  I hope that you too with find ways to praise him every day.  Join me and let us shout our thanks and praise to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!!!!!!!!









Yours in Christ, 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Rosie Nickle – Ministry Chair
Christian Education Meeting November 10th at 7:00p.m.  
Confirmation Class – the Confirmation Class will be doing a variety of things to raise money for camp.  In addition to the soup sale and the spaghetti dinner they will be selling coupon books, pies and candy.  The fundraisers that were chosen are all great for the kids but also quality items for the congregation.  Please consider supporting the kids through one or two of these ventures. November 6th is Wedding soup!
FINANCE
Dwight Sarson – Ministry Chair

TREASURER’S REPORT

September 2011

CURRENT FUND





Beginning Balance


$2499.52
Receipts



$13,076.52
Disbursements


$11,830.02
Ending Balance

          $1,246.50
BENEVOLENCE

2011 Pledge



$18,000

Amount Pledged to Date
  
$13,500
Amount Received to Date
  
$11,459
Difference Over/(Under)
   
(2,041)

BUILDING FUND

Beginning Balance


$22,202.54
Receipts



$1,039.53
Total Available

         $23,242.07
Less Disbursements

-             $0
Ending Balance


$23,242.07
OUTREACH

Vickie Onusko – Ministry Chair

Fall and Winter are on the way so the blanket drive has begun.  Please bring in your new or gently used blankets to be donated to those in need.  Please place blankets in the bin in the narthex.  

Beginning October 30th, we will collect non-perishable items for our fall Harvest Home Collection.  Please bring items to worship until Sunday, November 13 and they will be given to needy families in the area.

It's fall, and Faith In action is looking for leaf rakers!  On Saturday, November 5, the group will meet at Trinity Lutheran Church on Weldon St. in Latrobe at 11:30.  There will be refreshments and assignments will be given.  Leaf raking will be from noon to 3:00.  This counts as community service for confirmation students!  A sign up sheet will be in the narthex--add your name today!

Gloves for the homeless – All winter long there will be a collection of gloves (dollar store) for the homeless.  Please help with this ministry that may make someone’s life a little better.  

Property and House Committee

R.R. Schmitt/Lee Semasko–Ministry Chairs
Meeting – November 6th after service.
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	Tractor cost
	  $3049

	Less total Donations
	-$2310

	Remaining 
	$739


Fellowship

     Shirley Kelley – Ministry Chair

MUSIC AND WORSHIP

Pam Yuhaniak – Ministry Chair

Poinsettia – it is hard to believe that it is time again for poinsettias, but it is.  I will be taking orders for three weeks ending the 13th of November.  Payment is due upon ordering and checks can be written to Prince of Peace with “poinsettia” on the note or memo line.  Thanks, Kellie

Altar Flowers dates remaining available in 2011:  We still have dates available for Altar Flowers on November 27th and December 18th. Cost is $25. We also have many openings for roses and Eternal Candle. Please see the book in the Narthex

Altar Care – if you are able to help with Altar Care in December please see Ginger or Pam.  Even if you are able to help with one week it would be appreciated.

Community Interfaith THANKSGIVING WORSHIP SERVICE  sponsored by the Greater Latrobe  Ministerial Association, will be Sunday, November 20, 2011, 4:00 pm, at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 331 Weldon St., Latrobe.  Lieutenant Nicole Knous from the Salvation Army will be the preacher.  Joining other area clergy and leaders will be a community choir.  Rehearsal will be at 3 pm on that day.  The community is invited to bring the following donations for our food pantry:   Paper towels, diapers, toilet paper, facial tissues, wipes, tooth paste and brushes, and other personnel hygiene products. A thank-offering will also be collected to support the Ministerium assistance ministry.


WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR NOVEMBER
NOVERMBER 6TH
Greeters: Josh, Lisa, Emma Mentch
Acolyte:  Marc Weltz
Lay Reader:  Lisa Mentch
Lay Assistants: Dwight Sarson/ Dave Braden
NOVEMBER 13TH
Greeters:  Dennis Guyer
Acolyte:  Carisa Byich
Lay Reader: Lisa Mentch  

NOVEMBER 19TH
Lay Reader: Pam Yuhaniak
Lay Assistants: 
NOVEMBER 20TH
Greeter: Lee Semasko & Dee Stewart
Acolyte:  Rachel Douglas
Lay Reader: Erica Braden 

Lay Assistants: Shirley Kelley/Pam Yuhaniak 

NOVEMBER 27TH
Greeters:  The Hay Family
Acolyte:  Emily Hay
Lay Reader:  Erica Braden
OCTOBER 30TH
Greeters:  Youth Group

Acolyte:  Courtney Warren

Lay Reader:  Susann Tschupp

Lay Assistants:  Cathie Schall/Dennis Guyer
Head Usher for November is R.R. Schmitt
Altar Care for November/December is being done by the week 
STEWARDSHIP
Susann Tschupp – Ministry Chair
Gratitude for His Presence

How many stars are there in the sky?  Who can count them?  Yet God created and knows each of them.  How many different kinds of animals in the forests and deserts and oceans?  We have not come to the end of discovering them all, but God has created each one in its unique way.  Nor has God been less meticulous with us, for, even though all humans have the same body structure, a face with nose, eyes, and mouth, and all our various parts, yet each of us is uniquely different from another.  Not only has God created each of us, He knows us intimately and cares about every facet of our lives and activities.  David, the psalmist, wrote about this characteristic of God in Psalm 139: “O Lord, You have searched me and You know me.  You know when I sit and when I rise; You perceive my thoughts from afar.  You discern my going out and my lying down; You are familiar with all my ways” (Psalm 139:1-3).  

Here is really something to be thankful for!  The Creator of the universe cares so much about you that He searches your heart and mind in order that He might know you!  We talk about our need and desire to know God; have you ever thanked Him that He wants to know you?

Are you thankful that you can never get away from God?  That He knows when you sit, when you stand, when you go somewhere, and even when you lie down to go to sleep at night?  We can never get away from God.  Should we ascend to the clouds or descend to the depths of the ocean, we would not go there alone (Psalm 139:8).  God loves us so much that His presence is with us wherever we are.

Like the three-year old who stamps her little foot in defiance when her parents make her go to bed when she needs rest and like the rebellious teen who believes his parents are out to control him, we do not always recognize that all God gives us and does for us and, yes, even demands of us, is for our good because He loves us.  Sometimes we, too, stamp our feet and shout at God in defiance, while we should be thanking Him for His presence, for His constant care, for His love that will not let go of us.  Tenderly He forgives our waywardness, restoring us again to His presence, giving us ever more cause for gratitude. 

If you or someone you know from the congregation is in the hospital or is at home and sick and needs a visit from Pastor Bill, please call the office so that he can schedule a visit.  The Pastor is only told by the hospital when a person is a patient if they ask for the church to be notified.  

Prayer is an essential part of who we are as a people of God.  Below is a list of people from our congregation to keep in your daily prayers.  If you know of others who should be added to these lists, please contact the church office with the names.

From our congregation: Julie Zeltner, Bev Guyer, Mary Jane Hayden, Vi McIlnay, Verna Allen, Dave Williams, Verna Frontz, Phyllis Stewart, Ginger Warren, and Norie Schrecengost. 
Others in need of our prayers: 
Rev. Susan Luttner, Dan Schaefer, Bill Hauger, Betty Onusko, Nickolas Gehlman, Mary Jane Bangor, Nash Sinchak,  Donald Dick, Mary Evelyn and Gene Miller, Cecil Metz, Jim Greene, Ann Walthour, Chris Volpe, Betty Jean sulzer, Bruce Kantorik, Bucky Kaylor, Carol Keim, Joyce Roddy, Karen Groans, Kasey Zemba, Lillian Santone, Marcy, Rev. John Tollner, and Rico Marsili. 

Our Shut-in members: Louise Johns (Emeritus), Frieda Nehls (Nature Park Commons), Helen Albright(at home), Phyllis Stewart (Redstone Highlands), Marie Hill(at home), Betty Felbaum (at home) Barney and Dolores Helfferich (Emeritus), Thomas Washnock (at home) and Violet Myers (Barnes House). 

Addresses for Care Homes of our Members

Barnes House

2021 James Street

Latrobe PA  15650

Nature Park Commons

132 Nature Park Road

Greensburg, PA  15601

Emeritus (Green Meadows)

500 Brouwers Drive

Latrobe PA  15650

Redstone Highlands

8 Garden Center Drive

Greensburg PA  15601

Those in the Military:  Sean Stewart, Justin Kowatch, Jordan Omlor, Troy Golden, Richard Schall, Erik Sarson, and the 28th Military Police Battalion.

Announcements
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Reminder – Daylight savings ends November 6th so don’t forget to “fall back” and enjoy the extra hour of sleep!!!!

Memorial Committee Meeting will be held on November 8th at 7:00p.m.

On November 4-5, 2011 our Unity Library will be having a book sale;  $5.00 per bag of books.  Great for the upcoming holiday seasons!  This event is sponsored by the Friends of Unity Library and proceeds will benefit Unity Library. This sale will take place at the Unity Municipal Building at 156 Beatty County Road.  


 On November 15, 2011 from 6:00-7:30 PM Granny Earth, a local naturopath and expert on proactive natural healthcare, will share methods to "Boost Your Immune System" this Flu Season. This Event will happen at Adams Memorial Library, 1112 Ligonier Street, Latrobe, PA 15650 - Reed Room, Lower Level
Parties for a Playground

Saturday, November 5th
11:00a.m.-4:00p.m.

Start your holiday Shopping and help build a playground at the same time!

We’ll have representatives from the following companies:

The Pampered Chef
Thirty-one gifts

Silpada


Tupperware

Tastefully Simple

Mary kay Cosmetics

Creative Homes


AND MORE!!!

Satisfy your sweet tooth & holiday baking needs – baked goods will be available for purchase.

Volunteers and Bakers needed!  

Please contact Jessica Olson at 724-532-1432

Faith in Action news

Leaf raking - The annual event is scheduled for Saturday, Nov 5 in Latrobe and Ligonier.  We are still recruiting families and youth groups to rake and have LOTS of leaves.  We also need help in Latrobe and Ligonier for some volunteers to help with serving the kids hot dogs and drinks on Nov 5 before they go out to rake.  It would be a commitment of 10:30-12:30 on Nov. 5 - at Holy Trinity Church in Ligonier or Trinity Lutheran Church in Latrobe.  CALL if you want to be involved!
 
Advent - The project is coming along nicely and we will be completing the "joy" gifts on October 27 from 9:30 - noon at the Latrobe Presbyterian Church- in the basement.
· Assembly - We are assembling and wrapping all gifts on November 8 and 9 from 9:30-12:30 at the Latrobe Presbyterian Church - 2nd floor near our offices.  We need LOTS of help to assemble 400 gifts.  

· Deliveries - We will be delivering from the 10th until Thanksgiving.  Please let us know if you can deliver to recipients - we have over 300 to deliver!  If you wish to deliver to any specific recipients you call, visit, transport, etc., please let us know quickly.  We will assign any you want to you for delivery; otherwise, we will put them on lists by territory and volunteers will be delivering them. 

· Phantom Tea - Thanks to our Bradenville ladies (Rose, Fay, and Pat), the idea for the Phantom tea is a great success!  We have in $986.80 as of today!  There is still lots of time to "invite" your friends to the tea.  FYI - the project will cost us about $2,000 and this is a way to help pay for all the gifts we will be giving to our recipients.  

· Sales of Advent gifts - We are hoping to have 75-100 extra advent gifts for sale - it is never too early to order - they always go fast!  They will be $15 each. 

Thanksgiving dinners - Again this year, there are two local groups providing free dinners on Thanksgiving Day.  Trinity Lutheran Church is offering dinner with devotions at 11:30 am and dinner at noon.  Saint Vincent Grove will serve dinner at 12 noon. Reservations for both are required.  Trinity Lutheran is 537-4450 and Saint Vincent is Bonita at 532-2840.
 
We truly appreciate all your help and support.  Please tell others about volunteering... We are still receiving 2+ NEW requests for service each week.  Our most current need is for caregiver relief (friend teams and couples are great for this) and for men.
 
Council Meeting 10-18-11 Summary

· Property Committee to solicit bids for new Heating system on the Sunday School Side of Church
· Council approved Nick Allen, Ben Douglas and Kim Onusko for Confirmation.
· Council approved changed to the Wedding Policy as proposed by Worship and Music.
· Outreach ministry to begin a food drive to benefit local families.
50 Years of Ministry – On November 25, 2012, Prince of Peace will celebrate 50 years of Ministry.  The First services were on June 3, 1962 and the Congregation was officially formed on November 25, 1962.  For 50 years, we have served the people of Lawson Heights, Latrobe, Unity Township and the Synods of Southwestern PA.  Beginning in January, we will have a yearlong celebration of this important event in the life of this congregation, but we need your help!!!. The committee would like to plan a special event for each month of the year, so this does not have to be a year-long commitment.  If you would like to be involved for a certain month, or have an idea you would like to share, contact Vickie Onusko, Shirley Kelley, Pam Yuhaniak, or Pastor Bill.   
The anniversary committee is looking for photos, movies, slides, programs, or any items that would help to archive the history of Prince of Peace.  We would like to make a digital "movie" to put onto our web site, and would also like to use these items for our monthly celebrations starting in January.  If you have something we could use, please get it to Pastor or to Kellie in the office.  if you would like it back, please mark it with your name and phone number so we can return it when we are finished. 
How can I share?  Let me count the ways 

This is a great time of year to be thankful for all that we have.

Take time to reflect back on the past year and consider helping those less fortunate.  Involve your children in this decision.
· Ask

“How do you want to steward the gifts God has entrusted to your care?”
· Who

Have your child find an activity, organization or person that supports his or her interests    as a starting point.

· How

Then let your child decide how he or she wants to help.
Part of passing on values to our children is showing how we act on them – consider talking to your child today!

‘Tis the season for sharing.  For other ways to share your resources, contact Kirk Perry, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Representative, at 724-836-7772 or kirk.perry@thrivent.com today, or visit Thrivent.com.
Kellie needs your help – Please remember to fill out you Membership information form and you Spiritual Gifts Inventory and return them to me as soon as possible.     

CONGRATULATIONS  to Nicholas Michael Allen, Benjamin Allen Douglas, and Kimberly Ann Onusko on being confirmed on October 23rd with the Bishop Kurt Kusserow presiding.  What a special day.

Congratulations to Richard and Jackie Schall  who are celebrating the birth of their first son, Khristian Avery, born on October 23rd.  Khristian measured 19 ½ inches and was 7 pounds.  Cathie Schall is the proud Great-Grandmother of Khristian. 
The Congregation and Community Caring Page has not gone away.  I really love that page of the newsletter but need help in filling it.  I know that there are so many of our people doing great things in the community and would love to spotlight them on that page.  Please e-mail me, drop a note in my box or call me and let me know who I can feature in next month’s newsletter.   
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CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS

	PASTOR - BILL  SCHAEFER
	Finance - Dwight Sarson (532-3020)

	President – Vickie Onusko(537-9383)
	Outreach - Vickie Onusko - (537-9383)

	Vice President – Dwight Sarson (532-3020)
	Fellowship - Shirley Kelley - (537-5645)

	Secretary – Cathie Schall – (539-7164)
	Worship/Music – Pam Yuhaniak (537-5533)

	Financial Secretary - Pat Fry (539-7513)
	Library - Margy Williams - (539-8704)

	Treasurer – Lisa Mentch (309-3264)
	W.E.L.C.A. - Shirley Kelley - (537-5645)

	Stewardship - Susan Tschupp (219-3893)
	Memorial Committee –Pastor Bill/Pat Fry

	Christian Ed – Rosie Nickle (539-9488)
	Prayer Chain – Ginger Warren (593-7524)

	Evangelism – Cathie Schall – (539-7164)
	Altar Care - Pam Yuhaniak - (537-5533)

	Property/House – R.R. Schmitt (537-3245)
                           Lee Semasko (537-9164)
	Funeral Dinner Coordinators– Sheila Thompson – (537-8010)/Ginger Warren (593-7524)



   

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1
Sally Poole

8
Nico Giovannagelo


Bill Rose

9
Cord Kelly

10
Rich Rohrer

13
Thomas Ridge

15
Grace Keslar

16
Tyler Somers

18
Beth Ridge

19
Scott Israel

21
Ken Frohnert


Kelly Ross


Paula McCommmons

22
Gayle Poole

22
Andrew Shaw

         Terri McAfoose

23
Pat Fry


Robert Hauser


Shirley Moretti

24
Verna Frontz


Paul Smith, Jr.


Zane Harshell

          Mark Ray

25
Greg Nalevanko

26
Betty Harr

         Cameron Rohrer

         Mason Rohrer

         Cathie Schall

27
Ron Ray


Craig Sulzer


Kimberly Onusko


Wylie Nolan

30
Shelly Holnaider

NOVEMBER BAPTISMS

3
Anna Marie Campbell

7        Michael Gerhart


Zachary Brewer

8       Connor Rose

11
Robert Shaw

12
Katie Schmucker

13
Katie McIlnay

17
Laura Gerhart

19
Chelsea Nolan

22      Matt McIlnay

23
Kristin Nolan

24
Bonnie Hauser

26
Tracey Cawoski

          Cody McGinity

29
Kay Ramsey


Ann Koontz
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NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

6   Larry & Nancy Miller

14 James & Susan Buchanan

17 Don & Carol Kayser

25 Dwight & Dana Sarson

[image: image7.png]Create this festive sign, which will
serve as a yearlong reminder to be
grateful.

What you need:
* Hole punch
* Large piece of cardboard

or cardstock
* Twine @
* Twigs %
* Glue

* Acorns, leaves (real or silk)
and raffia

What you do:

1. Punch two holes in the
top of the cardboard.

2. Thread twine through
the holes and tieitina
knot (for hanging).

3. Using twigs, spell out “Be
Thankful,” “Thank God”
or a similar phrase about
gratitude. Glue the twigs
onto the cardboard.

4. Decorate the sign by
gluing on acorns, leaves
and raffia.

5. Hang up your sign. When-
ever you see it, think of
something for
which you're
grateful to
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